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As the sun was setting, a fiacre which had been ordered
drove up to the door of the Hdtel de Baviere, and, accom-
panied hy my English friends, I returned to the Observa-
tory. It was a most charming evening. The streets of
the city, thronged with the gay and the beautiful, presented
a most animated appearance. All the city was breathing
the cool evening air which came charged with freshness
from the distant Alps. The proud promenade of Munich,
" The English Garden," was alive with merry groups, while
the music which came from the thick groves told that
preparations were making for the dance, if, indeed, it had
not already commenced.

We reached the observatory in the gray of the linger-
ing twilight, and were received in the most kind and polite
manner by the distinguished director. Fortunately for us,
the moon was just in her first quarter, presenting, perhaps,
the most interesting condition for examination with high
magnifying powers. Those two wonderful planets, Jupiter
and Saturn, were not far distant from the moon, while
other objects of interest among the double stars and
nebulae presented a field for examination sufficiently exten-
sive to satisfy the most anxious curiosity. Under the
guidance of the doctor we were immediately conducted to
the Equatorial Room, and the sliding roof having been
rolled off, the starry heavens shone down upon us in all
their calm beauty. The telescope was first directed to the
upper horn of the moon.

It is difficult to convey by words any idea of the splen-
dors which are revealed to the eye by these great refrac-
tors. The enchanted carpet, told of in the fairy tale, had
not the power of the astronomer's glass. The carpet trans-
ported the person who stood upon its surface to any point
upon the earth, while the astronomer's tube lifts the be-
holder from earth towards heaven, and in one single instant
carries him through space thousands and even millions of
miles towards the object he desires to examine. Tlie
moon's distance from the earth, in round numbers, is two
hundred and forty thousand miles. With a magnifying
power of one thousand, the eye being placed to the tele-iend and his wife.ctor of thead-clock
